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WHERE THE GAY MARRIAGE 
ISSUE STANDS IN HAWAII 


By FRANK BARAN 

On Dec. 3, a judge in 
Hawaii ruled that same-sex 
marriages were legal. The 
following day he put the 
ruling on hold. It sounds 
confusing. Where exactly 
does the matter stand? 

The judge’s decision wasn’t 
the final word on the issue. 

It was only a preliminary 
step — although a major 
one — in determining 
whether same-sex couples 
have the same right to 
marry as heterosexual cou¬ 
ples. 

Here in a nutshell are 
some questions and answers 
about the Hawaii marriage 
case and some hints about 
what lies ahead in coming 
months. 

Question: It seems like the 
legal wrangling has been 
going on forever. When did 
it begin? 

Answer: In December 1990, 
two female couples and one 
male couple applied 
for marriage 

licenses. The registrar ^ 
rejected their requests, 
saying Hawaii did not 
honor same-sex unions. In 
May 1991, the couples went 
to court to force the 
state to issue the 
licenses. In 
October of that 


year, a judge rejected their 
petition. The couples then 
took the issue to the Hawaii 
Supreme Court. 

Q: Why wasn’t that decision 
final? 

A: The judicial system 
moves only one step at a 
time. The Supreme Court 
was asked only to decide 
whether the legal rationale 
in the initial ruling was cor¬ 
rect. In May 1993, the high 
court decided it was not and 
sent the case to the lower 
court for a closer review 
The Supreme Court said 
the judge should have taken 
into account the equal- 
rights provision in Hawaii’s 
constitution, which express¬ 
ly forbids the state from dis¬ 
criminating on the basis of 
sex. The court interpreted 
the ban on sex discrimina¬ 
tion to include same-sex 
relationships, as well as 
male vs. female situations. 
For discrimination to 





be sanctioned, the state 
must show that the policy is 
necessary to achieve a com¬ 
pelling governmental inter¬ 
est. This “strict scrutiny” 
test is one of the most diffi¬ 
cult hurdles a state faces in 
proving the validity of a 
government policy. It was 
now up to Hawaiian officials 
to demonstrate that the pol¬ 
icy had a legitimate basis in 
the law. 

Q: What did the state do? 

A: It created a commission 
to study the question. At 
one point, the commission 
suggested that procreation is 
the basis for marriage. 
Because people of the same 
sex cannot reproduce with¬ 
out artificial means, they 
must be denied marriage 
licenses. The statement 
offended not only gay and 
lesbian couples, but also 
senior citizens and infertile 
couples, who were worried 
that their inability to procre¬ 
ate might make their 
marriages invalid, too. 
There was a good deal of 
huffing and puffing, but 
the state Legislature 
adjourned for the year 
without acting on any of 
the proposals. 

Q: What happened to the 
litigation? 


Continued on p. 2 























MARRIAGE Continued from p. 1 


A: It continued. In September 1996, 
state Circuit Court Judge Kevin S.C. 
Chang held a weeklong trial on the 
merits of the case. As noted, the state 
had an enormously difficult burden. 
It had to prove that discrimination 
against a particular group of people 
— gay men and lesbians — was 
absolutely necessary to achieve a 
public interest without unduly 
infringing on constitutional rights. 
For the state, the trial was an exer¬ 
cise in futility. 

Q: What arguments did the state 
make? 

A: The state contended that the best 
family setting for raising children is 
the traditional husband-and-wife 
marriage. If it proved that point, 
same-sex couples could be denied 
marriages. One commentator, New 
York University law professor Arthur 
Leonard, called the strategy “pathetic 
from the start.” 

The state called several “expert” 
witnesses, who said they believed 
that opposite-sex couples were supe¬ 
rior to same-sex couples as parents. 
On cross-examination, they had to 
admit they had no studies to back up 
their statements. 

The plaintiffs — the same-sex cou¬ 
ples who sued the state — presented 
their own experts, who were far 
more credible. They relied on an 
array of studies published over the 
past two decades showing that chil¬ 
dren raised by same-sex couples do 
just as well as children raised by 
opposite-sex couples. 

Q: What did Judge Chang decide? 

A: On Dec. 3, he found that the evi¬ 
dence showed that “the single most 
important factor in the development 
of a happy, healthy and well-adjusted 
child is the nurturing relationship 
between parent and child ... The sex¬ 
ual orientation of parents does not 
automatically disqualify them from 
being good, fit, loving or successful 
parents.” 

Chang said the state failed to prove 
that allowing same-sex marriage 


would result in significant differ¬ 
ences in the development of children 
raised by same-sex couples, as com¬ 
pared to children raised by opposite- 
sex couples. 

Q: So why did the judge put the rul¬ 
ing on hold? 

A: The state said it planned to appeal 
Chang’s ruling to the state Supreme 
Court. Ordinarily, when such major 
questions of law are at stake, the los¬ 


ing side is accorded an opportunity 
to maintain the status quo until a 
final decision is rendered. 

Q: What happens now? 

A: Well, don’t rush off to Hawaii to 
get married. It will be at least a year 
before the state Supreme Court hears 
oral argument and rules on the case. 
The legal situation looks promising, 
but the political outlook in the state 
Continued on p.3 


RIGHTS GAY AND LESBIAN COUPLES ARE DENIED 

Nowhere in the United States do gay or lesbian couples receive the 
same recognition or benefits that married couples do. In fact, they 
face tremendous discrimination. 

Lesbians and gay men who have been their partner's primary care¬ 
taker are often turned away at the hospital when there has been an 
accident or illness. They've been refused "family" health coverage, 
and denied taxation and inheritance rights. They even lack protection 
in case the relationship ends. In some states, judges can take away 
their children. 

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force identified these benefits 
and responsibilities that are accorded to married heterosexual cou¬ 
ples but denied to gay and lesbian couples: 

• Ability to file joint tax returns. 

• Access to joint insurance policies for home, auto and health. 

• Right to inherit property automatically in the absence of a will. If a 
couple owns a home jointly and one of the partners dies, the sur¬ 
vivor must pay inheritance taxes on the deceased's share of the 
property. 

• Veterans' discounts on medical care, education and home loans. 

• Joint contracts, such as car rental agreements. 

• Ability to raise children together. That includes joint adoption, joint 
foster care, custody and visitation rights. 

• Availability of wrongful death benefits for a surviving partner and 
children. 

• Bereavement leave when a partner dies. 

• Ability to handle funeral arrangements and decide where the 
deceased partner is to buried and when. 

• Crime victims' recovery benefits. 

• Access to domestic violence protection orders in some states. 

• Divorce protections such as division of community property and 
arrangements for child support. 

• Next-of-kin status for hospital visits and medical decisions when 
one partner is too ill to be competent. 

• Ability to qualify for permanent residency for an immigrant partner. 




Continued from p.2 

is unclear. Most of the justices who 
were involved in the 1993 ruling are 
still on the bench. Moreover, Chang’s 
ruling is persuasive. A favorable 
Supreme Court decision would mean 
that same-sex couples would be able 
to get married in Hawaii. 

Q: But what happens when they 
return home? Didn’t the so-called 
Defense of Marriage Act invalidate 
those marriages? 

A: The law — DOMA, for short — 
was passed by Congress in 
September and signed by President 
Clinton. It allows individual states to 
decide for themselves whether to 
recognize same-sex marriages per¬ 
formed in other states. It also denies 
married same-sex couples certain 
federal benefits, such as exemption 
from inheritance taxes, Social 
Security survivor benefits and the 
right to file joint income-tax returns. 
Those restrictions would apply even 
in Hawaii. 

Q: Is DOMA unconstitutional? 

A: It may be. The U.S. Constitution’s 
“full faith and credit” clause requires 
states to recognize each other’s leg¬ 
islative and judicial proceedings. In 
short, what is legal in Hawaii also 
must be regarded as legal in 
Pennsylvania. However, that point 
will have to be litigated. That issue 
will take years to resolve, and proba¬ 
bly end up before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

Q: Will Pennsylvania recognize 
same-sex marriages? 

A: Not if the Legislature and Gov. 
Tom Ridge have anything to say 
about it. In October, legislation was 
enacted that says same-sex marriages 


are not legal in Pennsylvania and 
will not be honored if performed in 
any other state. The law may be 
unconstitutional. However, the legal 
issues cannot be resolved in the 
courts until a gay or lesbian wedding 
has actually taken place. 

Q: Are there any states other than 
Hawaii that might recognize same- 
sex marriages. 

A: The best possibility is 
Massachusetts. Gov. William Weld, a 
gay-friendly Republican, said he is 
bound by his oath of office to 
uphold the U.S. Constitution’s “full 
faith and credit” clause, even though 
he does not favor allowing same-sex 
marriages to be performed in the Bay 
State. That means no nuptials in 
Provincetown. If same-sex couples 
wed in Hawaii, their marriage will be 
recognized when they return home 
to Massachusetts. Another possibility 
is Vermont, where only 54 percent of 
the state’s voters in a recent poll said 
they opposed same-sex marriages. 
Another 35 percent favored the idea. 
Those results are closer than even a 
poll taken last summer in Hawaii. 

Q: Hawaiians don’t support same-sex 
marriage? 

A: No. Nearly three-fourths of adults 
surveyed were against it — which 
brings us back to the political situa¬ 
tion in the state. Same-sex marriage 
is not a done deal in Hawaii. 

The state senator who derailed 
attempts earlier this year to write 
into the state constitution a ban on 
same-sex marriages was defeated 
Nov. 5, largely on this issue. 

Also in the election, a plurality of 
voters decided to convene a constitu¬ 
tional convention — or “con-con,” 


as they say in the islands — as part 
of a routine housecleaning of the leg¬ 
islative process. However, the driving 
force was opposition to same-sex 
marriages. 

Whether the con-con actually will 
take place remains unclear. Some 
legal experts say an absolute majori¬ 
ty of voters is needed to convene a 
con-con. On Nov. 5, supporters fell 
short of the mark because a few hun¬ 
dred ballots were ruled invalid. 
Supporters of same-sex marriages 
plan to sue if state officials certify 
that the con-con got the required 
number of votes. 

In addition, many Hawaiian law¬ 
makers are looking for an alternative 
to same-sex marriage — a form of 
domestic partnership that would 
confer a number of the benefits and 
responsibilities of marriage without 
actually calling it that. The state 
Senate last year passed such a mea¬ 
sure, but the House failed to act. It’s 
likely to resurface, if nothing more 
than as a bargaining chip in the 
political fracas. 

It’s not clear what effects a 
Hawaiian domestic partnership law 
would have on people outside the 
state. 

Q: Is it likely anyone will see same- 
sex marriage anytime soon? 

A: The best guess is: maybe. Hawaii, 
which has more Buddhists than 
Baptists, is one of the most hos¬ 
pitable climates for gay men and les¬ 
bians. Still, the tradition of marriage 
is one of the least-changing aspects 
of human culture. Consider this: As 
recently as 29 years ago, some states 
accepted without question that inter¬ 
racial marriages were illegal. A 
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MEETINGS 

P-FLAG 

PFLAG will be holding their 
monthly meeting on the second 
Sunday of the month, 3:30 - 
5:00 p.m. in room 1876 
Thompkins College Center 
Building, Cedar Crest College, 
Allentown, PA. For information 
call (215)368-2473. 

Your Turf. 

A support group for gay, les¬ 
bian, bisexual and transgender 
youth ages 16 to 22 meets on 
Friday evenings at 7p.m. Call 
439-8755 for location of meet¬ 
ing. The group is sponsored by 
the Metropolitan Community 
Church of the Lehigh Valley. 

Gay Men of the 
Lehigh Valley 

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 424 Center Street, 
Bethlehem, on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of the month. While 
the focus is on gay men's 
issues, everyone is welcome to 
attend meetings. For informa¬ 
tion or directions, please call 
(610)439-8755. 

Lehigh Valley Lesbians 

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 424 Center Street, 
Bethlehem, on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month. Coming events 
include: Jan. 16/ Fight the Religious 
Right, Mel White Video: THE 
RHETORIC OF INTOLERANCE. 

Feb. 20, Favorite Lesbian Books. 
March 20, Rose Snyder: 
REFLEXOLOGY. April 17, Michele 
Strohl: Development of the Lesbian 
Relationship/Couple. (See article 
on page 5). For more informa¬ 
tion, please call (610)253- 
5454 or (610)439-8755. 



YOU CAN HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY 


Recently the Task Force help-line 
has fielded a number of requests for 
the names of gay and lesbian 
owned/operated businesses. The 
needs of the callers range far and 
wide, from handyperson to travel 
agency. Our phone staffers have 
tried to direct the callers to appro¬ 
priate businesses, but more often 
than not we have no idea who the 
caller should contact. 

If you own, work for, or know of 
a gay or lesbian owned/operated 


business please send a business 
card to LVGLTF, P.O. Box 20253, 
Lehigh Valley, PA 1 8002-0253.This 
information will aid us in respond¬ 
ing to future requests. 

We can help you grow your 
business while fulfilling our callers 
desire to spend their money within 
the Lehigh Valley gay and lesbian 
community. 

Gay and lesbian businesses 
are out there! So let's hear about 
them. A 














THE NAMES PROJECT AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT 


By BILL PEACE 

At first, the sea of panels and faces 
on the National Mall spreading from 
the steps of the U.S. Capitol Building 
to the base of the Washington 
Monument overwhelmed Joyce and I 
as we made our way through the 
crowd. We were searching for maps 
of the immense quilt so we could 
locate the panel belonging to the 
brother of one of Joyce’s friends. 

Our journey that balmy Saturday 
in October turned into a daunting 
task when we learned that our friend 
was not listed on the official quilt 
map. Our search would encompass 
locating more than two dozen panels 
with our friend’s first name. 

It was an unforgettable excursion 
that lasted several hours and 
spanned dozens of years showcasing 
countless lives. 

History also brought us to 
Washington. After nine long years 
of sending its silently strong mes¬ 
sage, this was the last time that the 
AIDS Memorial Quilt was to be dis¬ 
played in its entirety. It still travels 
throughout the country today only 
in segments of its total size. 


The carefully sown 40,000-plus 
panels on 21 miles of black fabric 
were as diverse as the people who 
have been infected with the deadly 
virus. 

One quilt from San Francisco pic¬ 
tured a doctor and his lover. Here 
were two proud men who shared 
their lives, their friends noted in an 
emotional poem. Another quilt dis¬ 
played numerous tiny baby shoes 
from the a large city hospital. 

Nurses lovingly signed the panel. 

For each image there were vol¬ 
umes of words — the endless list of 
names read tearfully by survivors. 
Hearing the names and seeing the 
panels gave me the sinking feeling 
that somehow these victims were 
overlooked — by politicians, by soci¬ 
ety, by doctors, and by people who 
promised to care. 

Just as notable as Freddie 
Mercury, Arthur Ashe, and Ryan 
White were the panels of people I 
never met. Strangely, I noticed simi¬ 
larities. They were born the same 
month and day; they were born the 
same year; they had a twin like me; 
they lived in Pennsylvania. 


“Eric was an adventurer,” a 
woman said to a small group of peo¬ 
ple gathered near her friend’s panel. 
“He was a mountain-climber and a 
cyclist, he enjoyed every aspect of 
life.” Leaning over Eric’s panel she 
greeted strangers; she hugged close 
friends; but mostly, she talked about 
Eric. 

I realized this was not a solemn 
event. The people who slowly 
paraded past each panel were not 
mourning, rather celebrating lives 
that were cut short. 

With just a few panels remaining 
on our list, Joyce and 1 were ready to 
quit when we arrived, quite unex¬ 
pectedly, at our friend’s panel. We 
recognized it because of a comic 
strip character he loved so much as a 
kid, we were told. On the quilt was 
the name of his college and the 
names of friends who wanted to say 
a final goodbye. 

We felt a sense of accomplishment 
as we snapped photos. 

Like so many in Washington that 
day, we were celebrating a stranger’s 
life captured on a quilt. A 


L. V. LESBIANS SHOW VIDEO ON FIGHTING THE 
RELIGIOUS RIGHT, PLAN OTHER PROGRAMS 


Mel White electrified the audience when he appeared in 
the Lehigh Valley in May telling of his experience as a gay 
man trying to live as a straight minister in the conservative 
Christian community. Now Lehigh Valley Lesbians have him 
returning January 16 via a video he made of his confronta¬ 
tions with Pat Robertson of the 700 Club. 

White asserts that having lost THE EVIL EMPIRE of com¬ 
munism as a threat to support his fundraising, Robertson 
has targeted the lesbian and gay community. We are THE 
NEW EVIL EMPIRE to fight by sending him money. White 
gives examples of The Rhetoric of Intolerance used on The 
700 Club, ways to counter that, and reasons that this is an 
important issue for our community. The video will be shown 
at 7 p.m., followed by a discussion led by Nadine 
Anderson and Kathy Woodering, a local woman who grew 
up in a very conservative Christian household. 

Lehigh Valley Lesbians meets at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, at the corner of Center and Wall Streets in 
Bethlehem, enter through the Wall street door. Meetings are 
the third Thursday of the month from 7-8:30 p.m., ana a $2 
donation is asked. For information call (610)253-5454. 


Favorite Lesbian books will be the topic of the February 
20 meeting. Hear about old and new classics and discuss 
which books have been helpful for various problems. 
Catalogs from Thunder Hill Bookstore will be distributed and 
people can bring books to trade. 

Reflexology will be discussed by Rose Snyder on March 
20. Reflexology is based on the premise that the body is an 
integrated whole and problems in one area could be reflect¬ 
ed in other areas. It provides an alternative approach to 
maintaining health and improving life through relaxation 
and relieving stress and tension. 

On April 17, Michele Strohl, a licensed psychologist, will 
discuss the stages in the development of the lesbian couple's 
relationship. Learn how we go through adolescent-like 
stages much later in life as we figure out how to form les¬ 
bian relationships. We will also discuss how we develop 
roles that fit us without the clearly defined expectations 
available to the straight world. 

Lehigh Valley Lesbians is affiliated with the Metropolitan 
Community Church of the Lehigh Valley. For information call 
(610)253-5454 or (610)439-8755. A 



GREENBERG POLL FINDS AMERICANS 
INCREASINGLY SUPPORT EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR GAYS AND LESBIANS 


The following is a press release from HUMAN 
RIGHTS CAMPAIGN. 

Tuesday, Nov. 12, 1996 
WASHINGTON — Americans favor 
extending many of the components 
of legal marriage to gay men and les¬ 
bians, according to a poll released 
today by Greenberg Research Inc., 
commissioned by the Human Rights 
Campaign. 

The survey, conducted immediate¬ 
ly after the elections, found that 
more than half of U.S. voters support 
full hospital visitation rights; protect- 
ing gay and lesbian parents from 


having their children taken away; 
health care benefits; and inheritance 
rights for gay and lesbian spouses. 

And in spite of the divisive public 
debate on same-sex marriage this 
year, few voters cast their ballots 
based on gay and lesbian issues, 
according to the poll. 

“Even more encouraging is the 
continued strong support for outlaw¬ 
ing job discrimination against gays,” 
said David M. Smith, HRCs commu¬ 
nications director. 

Indeed, the survey found that vot¬ 
ers were significantly more con- 


Same Sex Marriages and Gay Issues 
in the 1996 Election 
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Which do you worry about more - the agenda of gay and lesbian groups or 
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cerned about the agenda of religious 
political extremists (41 percent) than 
that of gay and lesbian groups (24 
percent). 

Plus, the poll found continued 
strong support for the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA), a 
bill to outlaw job discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. 

“This survey shows that 
Americans are increasingly support¬ 
ive of extending equal rights to gay 
men and lesbians, not only in the 
workplace but to our committed 
relationships as well,” Smith said. 

On the subject of ENDA, voters 
were asked whether they favored the 
bill to “extend civil rights protec¬ 
tions in the workplace to cover gays 
and lesbians.” Fifty-five percent said 
they favored it while 30 percent said 
they were opposed. 

When the question was reframed 
to explain that there are no federal 
laws to protect gays from job dis¬ 
crimination, 63 percent said they 
favored the bill and 26 percent said 
they opposed it. 

The poll found that 85 percent of 
voters believe that it is illegal to fire 
a person merely for being gay or les¬ 
bian,up from 70 percent in a poll 
conducted for HRC in February 
1995. 

At the same time, 70 percent of 
respondents said they believe gays 
and lesbians should be protected 
from discrimination in the work¬ 
place, consistent with poll results 
from two years ago. This support for 
workplace protection extends to 
teachers, who voters believe should 
be protected by a 2-1 margin, 62 per¬ 
cent to 31 percent. Voters were even¬ 
ly split over whether President 
Clinton’s or Bob Dole’s positions on 
same-sex marriage and gay issues 

Continued on p.7 
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Continued from p.6 


were important. However, 40 percent 
of those surveyed said they agreed 
more with Clinton on gay issues 
while 31 percent said they agreed 
with Dole. 

More than half of all voters were in 
favor of extending many of the legal 
components of marriage to gay and 
lesbian couples, according to the poll. 
There was nearly universal support 
— 82 percent — for full hospital visi¬ 
tation rights for gay partners. Sixty- 
two percent said they support inheri¬ 
tance rights for gay spouses; 54 per¬ 
cent favor protecting gay and lesbian 
parents from having their children 
taken away; 51 percent support 
health care benefits for gay spouses; 
and 46 percent back Social Security 
benefits for gay spouses. Yet the poll 
found that 55 percent support the 
Defense of Marriage Act, a federal 
law enabling states to ignore same-sex 
marriages performed in other states. 

“Voters continue to be torn by this 
issue,” Smith said. “This poll clearly 
illustrates that most people would 
like to see gay and lesbian couples 
afforded the components of legal 
marriage but they continue to oppose 
allowing gay people to legally wed.” 

Voters also voiced support for 
AIDS research funding. Sixty-nine 
percent of those surveyed said they 
believe the government should pro¬ 
vide AIDS drugs to those who need 
them but can’t pay. 

Finally, the percentage of people 
who say they know someone gay 
continues to grow. A total of 72 per¬ 
cent of those surveyed said they 
know someone gay or lesbian, com¬ 
pared to 66 percent in a Newsweek 
poll conducted in May, and 53 per¬ 
cent in February 1994. 

The survey of 1,007 voters was 
conducted Nov. 5-8 for HRC by 
Greenberg Research Inc., a 
Democratic polling firm based in 
Washington. It had an error margin 
of plus or minus 3.1 percentage 
points.A 


SUPPORTERS OF GAY 
MARRIAGE REELECTED 

POLS STAND AGAINST DOMA AND 
HOLD ON TO THEIR SEATS 


The following is a press release from the NGLTF. 

Washington, D.C. November 6, 1996... 

The anti-gay, political ploy known as the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) proved a failure against those members of congress who 
refused to take the bait. All 61 House members up for reelection who 
opposed the anti-gay marriage bill were victorious. John Kerry, the 
one Senator voting against DOMA and up for reelection yesterday, 
also held onto his seat. 


DOMA, introduced in Congress in July and signed by the 
President under the cover of darkness in September, was character¬ 
ized by gay activists, Congressional leaders, and even President 
Clinton, as an election year ploy by right-wing members of Congress. 
The President and many members of Congress who endorsed DOMA 
justified their support by claiming DOMA a political arm twisting not 
of their doing. Yesterday’s results prove such justification unfounded. 

“The victory of all congress members up for reelection who voted 
against DOMA proves that principle pays,” stated Kerry 
Lobel,NGLTF executive director designate. “DOMA succeeded not 
because it actually posed a threat to the reelection of normally fair- 
minded congressmembers, but because they took the bait.” 

“We hope that President Clinton and the leadership of the 
Congress will take this lesson to 
heart: Even in an election year, they 
can stand up for democracy and 
fairness. Scapegoating gays, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender people 
doesn't pay,” added Lobel. 

Notably, even those members 
who knew they were going to be in 
tight races and still stood up against 
this gay baiting were not hurt polit¬ 
ically. “These courageous and prin¬ 
cipled congressmembers proved 
that a vote against discrimination is 
not a losing vote,” stated Lobel. 


(For a list of congressmembers 
who opposed DOMA, contact 
NGLTF's Helen Gonzales at 202- 
332-6483, ext. 3236, or Tracey 
Conaty, ext. 3303.) ▲ 


BING 


Enjoy the company of old 
and new friends during 
bingo games on the third 
Sunday of the month at 
Diamonz from 3 to 5 p.m. 

The next bingo is 
Sunday, January 18. 

The games are $1 for a 
regular card, which entitles 
you to compete for cash; 

$2 for a special card, for 
products and services 
donated by 
gay or gay- 
friendly 
businesses. 














JOIN 

US... 


... in making the 
Lehigh Valley a 
better and safer 
place to live. You can 
help by becoming a 
member of the Task 
Force. 



Name 


Street address 


City, 


State, 


Zip 


Municipality (city, borough, township) 


Telephone 

Q| $15 Basic membership 

Benefits: mailing list, referral data¬ 
base, volunteer opportunities, lesbian 
and gay community information, 
newsletter, a vote at meetings 

Q $10 Student or senior member 

Benefits: same as above. However, 
students under 1 8 do not vote. 

Q $25 Family Membership 

Benefits: Same as basic membership. 

This category is for domestic partners 
and their children living in the same 
household. Each person gets 1 vote 
for a maximum of 2 votes per family. 
Children under 1 8 do not vote. 

Q $30 Organizational member 

Beneflid: NetWsSeiSbt, fctfoiVul duiu- 
base, free listing in newsletter. No 
vote. 

Q Contributor 

Help the Task Force pay for mailings 
and other start-up expenses. Your 
donations would be very much appre¬ 
ciated. 

Detach and mail to: LVGLTF, PO. Box 
20253, Lehigh Valley, PA 18002-0253 

i_i 

Have you renewed your 
membership? 

The Task Force needs your sup¬ 
port. Please renew your member¬ 
ship by filling out the form above. 


Do you feel you've 
been discriminated 
against? 

For a copy of the 
incident report form, please call 
the Task Force Hot Line at 

( 610 ) 868 - 3388 . 



Member Organizations 
of LVGLTF 

GLBSV 

Box 68 University Center ESU 
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
717-424-3748 

Grace Covenant Fellowship 
Church 

247 North 10th st. 

Allentown, PA 18102 
610-740-0247 

NCC Gay and Lesbian Student 
Union 

3835 Greenpond rd. 
Bethlehem, PA 18017 
610-861-5324 


Get the Word Out! 

Do you want to reach the Lehigh Valley 
gay community with your product or ser¬ 
vice? An advertisement in The Voice of the 
Valley is the way to go. 

The Task Force newsletter is distributed 
to members and patrons of gay-friendly 
establishments in Lehigh and Northampton 
counties. Total circulation is 500. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full page $150 

Half page $75 

Quarter page $50 

Business card $25 

/ 0% discount for full year 

ADVERTISING DEADLINE 

April issue March 7 

July issue June 7 


LET'S KEEP IN TOUCH! 

Have you moved? Let us know. The Membership Committee 
needs to know your current address so we can be sure to send 
you the Voice of the Valley and other announcements. Use this 
handy form: 


NAME 


YOUR OLD ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


YOUR NEW ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


MUNICIPALITY 


TELEPHONE 

Detach and mail to: LVGLTF, PO. Box'20253, Lehigh Valley, PA 18002-0253 





































